'NITK inks MoU with
NJB for geo-cell products

Times News NETWORK

Mangaluru: The National
Institute of Technology Kar-
nataka (NITK), Surathkal
hassigned amemorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
the National Jute Board
(NJB) under the Union mini-
stry of textiles to develop
technology to make geo-cell
products from jute and stan-
dardise them for various eng-
ineering applications.
Accordingtoarelease, the
commercially available poly-
mer-based geo-cellsare costly
and not readily available in
rural areas and small towns.
This navigates towards in-
venting an eco-friendly, cost-
effective cellular confine-
ment product that satisfies
engineering strength requi-
rements. Jute isanaturalma-

terial that is plentifully avai-
lable in India. Almost 85% of
the world's jute cultivation is
concentrated in the Ganges
Delta. The project by NITK
proposes a very affordable
and eco-friendly method of
ground improvement using
jutein the form of cells.

FROM JUTE

The NJB has been entrus-
ted with the implementation
of multiple activities and pro-
jects by the Ministry of Texti-
les to modernise, technologi-
cally upgrade, improve pro-
ductivity, develop diversified
jute products, and develop hu-
man resources for the jute sec-
tor In this context, NJB is joi-
ninghands with oneof thepre-
mier technical institutes of

Surathkal to develop the tech-
nology for anew product from
Jute termed ‘Jute Geo-Cells’
This work has been entrusteq
to NITK, Surathkal, in the
form of a research project
worth Rs 48 lakh with Sreevz].
sa Kolathayar as the principa)
investigator, Raviraj HM ang
Somasekhara Rao T as the cg-
principal investigators, and A
U Ravishankar, STA PMGSY
asadvisor. KSCSTE-Centre for
Water Resource Development
and Management (CWRD,
and Kerala Highway Researcp,
Institute (KHRI) are collaboyy.
ting agencies for this broject,
and Birla Jute Mill (A unit of
Birla Corporation Limited) ig
the industry partner.

Recently, Dr MahadebDat-
ta, deputy director, NJB, had
visited NITK campus for fast-
tracking the project.
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